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1600+ acres of certified organic grain 
and processing vegetables since 1992



GPS FIELD MAPPING 

67 kw SOLAR ENERGY
(100% stationary electricity & 3 electric cars)

EUROPEAN GPS/RTK SEEDING TECHNOLOGY

CAMERA-GUIDED PRECISION CULTIVATOR

TECHNOLOGY(we love it!)



Diversity & Flexibility = Risk Management
- In markets
- In climatic adaptation
- In season
- In soil health management
- In labor management
- In income streams
- In generational transitions



CROP DIVERSITY

Spring Planted Crops 
- row crops - corn, soybeans, field peas, dry beans
- small grains - oats, wheat,  triticale, barley, spring spelt
- annual forage/cover crop - pea/oat, sorghum/sudan, pea/triticale
-cover crop - clover, yellow mustard
- vegetables

Summer Planted Crops
- buckwheat, millets, sorghum/sudangrass
-forage radish or turnip with oats

Fall Planted Crops
- small grains - wheat, barley, triticale, rye, spelt
- cover crops/forage - peas/oats, Austrian winter peas/triticale
-
Perennial Crops  (spring, summer, or frost seeded)
- Alfalfa, timothy, clovers, other pasture grasses/legumes



corn (food, distilling, seed, feed, open pollinated/masa & distilling) soybeans (seed, food, & feed),  spelt (food, seed, 
frikkah, Kosher, straw)
oats (feed & seed)  wheat (food, seed, straw)  Emmer wheat (food, seed) Einkorn wheat (food, seed) rye 
(distilling, cover crop & seed),  barley (seed, malting, feed) triticale, rye (forage, covercrop) buckwheat (covercrop
and seed) mustard (covercrop and seed) Austrian winter peas (forage and seed) red kidney beans, black beans, 
pinto beans (processing) edamame soybeans (seed)
sunflower (oil processing) butternut squash (processing) cabbage (processing, fresh market) clover (hay and 
seed) alfalfa (hay) BMR sorghum sudangrass & millet (forage) pigs (pork, breeding) heifers, dry cows and calves 
(dairy, beef, breeding) hens (eggs), meat chickens 
large vegetable garden (tomatoes, peppers, cukes, squash, beets, peas, beans, leeks, onions, basil, dill, asparagus, 
rhubarb, potatoes) fruit (apples, peaches, apricots, pears,  cherries, kiwi, strawberries, raspberries, paw paw) 

DIVERSITY & FLEXIBILITY = 
RISK MANAGEMENT



SOIL HEALTH MANAGEMENT

( = risk management)

A healthy soil is filled with a balanced and active 
diversity of healthy microbes and cycling organic 
matter that will :
(1)hold more water in dry years,
(2)promote better drainage in wet years, 
(3)hold soil in place resisting erosion, 
(4)prevent rampant root disease, 
(5)with strong particle aggregation to resist 

compaction, 
(6)promote good water infiltration, 
(7) sequester carbon from the air 
(8) provide nutrients to sustain good healthy crops 
under a variety of climatic conditions. 



SOIL HEALTH

. . .  and the greatest of these is biological !



Stable Aggregates

‘Mellow’ soil

Crumb Stability



Well-aggregated soil Poorly aggregated soil



IMPROVING SOIL HEALTH -

-Improving soil physical condition - improving drainage 

and decreasing erosion with tiling, diversion ditches, 

contour cropping, sod waterways etc.

-Increasing high-quality actively-cycling soil organic matter

cover cropping, leaving plant residue, reduced tillage, 

bio-till,  composted manure to feed soil life

- Correcting nutrient deficiencies as documented 

by regular  soil tests - lime, gypsum, allowed 

fertility amendments, especially addressing 

micro-nutrient deficiencies 



Organic No Till

Rolling and Crimping



Organic No TIll









at the end of the rainbow . . .
hopefully there is a financially stable
and environmentally friendly farm

able to adapt to the changing 
whims of markets, weather, costs
set-backs, and management. . . . 

. . .  (and still have fun!)


